
Wild Fibers Tour
South Africa and Swaziland



November 5-20, 2019

We are delighted to announce our second Wild Fibers Tour to South Africa and Swaziland, 
offering an outstanding 16-day itinerary in a land one could spend a lifetime exploring. We 
will take time to learn about wild fibers (Did you know South Africa is the world’s leading 
producer of mohair?), along with other extraordinary opportunities, including three com-
pletely different safari experiences, from the luxurious to the educational. We will visit the 
largest mill in Port Elizabeth, stay on a working silk farm and enjoy a behind-the-scenes 
tour of the largest processing mill in South Africa.
 
Without question, every day is absolutely wild!



Day One
Port Elizabeth - Welcome Dinner
Regardless of whether you choose to ex-
plore other parts of South Africa before the 
tour begins, we will officially gather at our 
guest house in Port Elizabeth by 4:00 p.m. 
and proceed to the Mohair South Africa’s 
headquarters.  Deon Sayaman, managing 
director of Mohair South Africa, will be our 
host and introduce us to South Africa’s mo-
hair history. He will also serve be our guide 
for the next three days as we tour several 
angora farms, and one of the largest wool 
mills in South Africas.  Please note today’s schedule is intentionally light for those who 
may have arrived from an international flight earlier in the day.

It’s all about mohair!
Beginning with a tour or the warehouse where hundreds of tons of mohair is sorted, 
shipped and auctioned, we begin learning about all phases of mohair production. 
After the warehouse, we visit Stucken Mill, which virtually burned to the ground in 2010 
and now boasts some of the very best (and computerized) equipment the industry has to 
offer. The day ends with a visit to Hinterveld, one of South Africa’s leading weavers of mo-
hair blankets and garments with a client list that includes Armani and Chanel.

Day Two

Graaf-Reinet
Departing soon after breakfast, we leave the seaside behind and head inland to the Ka-
roo, otherwise known as mohair central. We stop at a father and son angora farm before 

traveling to Wheatlands, an elegant 
eighth-generation angora farm and 
our home for the next two nights. 
We stay in the original farm house, 
which traces its roots to whiskey and 
ostrich feathers. There will be time 
in the afternoon to enjoy a swim, 
or meander about the farm and the 
animals. Several of South Africa’s top 
angora farmers will join us for a that 
evening for a braai.

Day Three



Valley of Desolation
Weather permitting, breakfast is on the veranda followed by a drive to the Valley of Des-
olation, adjacent to Camdeboo National Park. There are never an guarantees with wildlife 
sightings, but it’s quite possible to see ostriches, warthogs, kudus, and impalas along the 
way. We stop for lunch in Graaf-Reinet and return to Wheatlands to relax before sundown-
ers on the mountaintop surrounded by thousands of angora goats!

Day Four

Addo Elephant Park
Addo Elephant Park has the largest elephant population in Africa. Our 5-star accommo-
dations provide the perfect setting for both personal comfort and quality game viewing.  
There will be four game drives total during out stay each one lasting three-to-four hours. 
Words cannot capture the thrill of seeing an elephant casually walk past your safari vehicle, 
or to wait, and watch, as a lion skillfully stalks its prey. Some game drives are heart-pound-
ing thrill rides and some, well... there are always the birds to look at.

Days Five and Six









Port Elizabeth
After our morning game drive we return to Port Elizabeth and enjoy ocean-facing rooms 
at the Boardwalk Hotel. The rest of the afternoon and evening are free to spend as you 
choose.

Day Seven

Swaziland
We take a morning flight from Port Elizabeth 
to Johannesburg and then drive to Swaziland, 
enabling us to see a completley different part of 
South Africa’s countryside. For the next three 
days we will be entertained, educated, and ex-
quistely ecologically mindful during our stay in 
the jungle. 

Day Eight



Tintsaba
More than 750 women work for Tintsaba, spin-
ning sisal and weaving it into beautifully hand-
dyed baskets. We have the rare opportunity to 
spend the morning with some of these ladies as 
they patiently “try” to teach us their craft.Tint-
saba’s director, Richard Freemantle, will host us 
at his home for lunch.

Day Nine



Day Ten
Coral Stephens Handweaving
Located along a hilltop in Piggs Peak, 
Coral Stephens Handweaving just cele-
brated its 70th annivesary, producing be-
spoke mohair curtains and rugs. We will 
spend the morning watching the women 
take raw mohair, card, spin, dye and 
weave it into a finished product.In the 
last 70 years, very little of this process 
has changed. Murrae Stephens, manag-
ing director of Coral Stephens and Cor-
al’s granddaughter-in-law will guide us 
through the studio and then host us for 
dinner at her lovely home, Boshimela. 

Day Eleven
Africa Silk Farm
Despite their diminuitive size, silkworms are hugely labor intensive to raise. We will have 
two nights at the farm, which also grows coffee and macademia nuts, learning about silk-
worms and their exquisitely senstive nature. (You can drown a silkworm by chopping-up 
the mulberry leaves too finely.)



Moholoholo Wildlife Center
Popularized by the comedic and decidedly 
devilish Honey Badger named Stoeffel, Mo-
holoho Wildlife Center provides an important 
understanding about the realities of safaris 
and game farming. We will have a private 
tour of the facility and no doubt have the only 
opportunity to view the Secret Seven—the Big 
Five’s counterpart.

Panorama Route
From the silk farm, we are well-po-
sitioned to enjoy South Africa’s Pan-
orama Drive, featuring the third larg-
est canyon in the world and not far 
from where the major gold rush took 
place in the late 1800s at Pilgrim’s 
Rest. We will visit “God’s Window” 
and “The Potholes” to appreciate the 
canyon’s depth and diversity. We will 
spend the afternoon in Graskop, a 
lovely artist’s hideaway with “a few” 
shopping opportunities before leav-
ing for the bush. 

Day Twelve

Day Thirteen



Greater Kruger Private Game Preserve
Our last two nights are spent in a tented 
bush camp, allowing animals to freely walk 
past our accommodations at all hours of 
the day and night. You are guaranteed to 
see (and hear) things you won’t soon forget.

Days Fourteen and Fifteen

Day Sixteen
Johanesburg
After our final game drive we transfer to 
Hoesdspruit airport for the one-hour flight 
to Johannesburg, arriving in mid-afternoon 
with plenty of time to catch an evening 
flight home.



Cost 

$5,495 per person based on two people sharing. 
Single Supplement: $5,495 plus 30%*

What’s included:
All of your tranportation inlcuding fights within South Africa,
All meals with the exception of the evening in Port Elizabeth and lunch en route to Swaziland.  

Deposit: A $500 non-refundable deposit is required to reserve your space. One half of the balance 
is required 15 days after the deposit. The remaining balance is due within 30 days of the second 
payment.

Credit Cards: The initial deposit can be made with a credit card, If you choose to pay for the bal-
ance with a credit card, a 2.75% bank charge will be added to the total.

Refunds: All monies are non-refundable. We strongly urge you to carry trip insurance. 

Visas: Provided you do not intend to stay in South Africa or Swaziland for more than 90 days, you 
do not requie a visa. You must have a valid passport with two empty pages.

Vaccinations - There are no vaccinations required for either South Africa or Swaziland. Please 
consult your doctor to make sure you are up to date on standard travel precautions including teta-
nus.

Overall fitness: You should be able to walk a minimum of two miles at a steady pace. If you have 
specifica physical or dietary needs, please advsie the tour director at the time you make your de-
posit. 

*Due to the limited availability of camps. the single supplement opition may not be available for 
the two nights at Gorah Game Lodge.

What’s not included:
Your flight to Port Elizabeth, (You will need to purchase a roundtrip ticket to Johanesburg and 
then purchase a one-way ticket to Port Elizabeth. 

Gratuities and Park Fees

Alcoholic beverages

Please contact Linda Cortright with any questions and availablity. 
email:wildfibers@mac.com
Phone: 207-594-9455


